reflect activity and sales for the month of February 2005.

Visitor’s Index
FEBRUARY 2005

The Visitor’s Index is a tool that provides a snapshot of the local tourism economy. It is compiled monthly by the Convention and Visitors Bureau of the Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce.

Unless otherwise noted, the figures

iRy Current This Month Variance YTD YTD Variance
Month Last Year Monthly Actual Last Year YTD
Overall Hotel Occupancy (January)* 41.5 36.2 53 41.5 36.2 53
Impact Hotel Sales (January) $4,752,561 $4,576,469 3.8% $80,396,699 $76,445,535 52%
Average Hotel Rate (January)* $60.60 $53.69 12.9% $60.60 $53.69 12.9%
Revenue Par (January) $23.50 $22.14 6.1% $57.23 $53.08 7.8%
Total Retail Sales (October 2004)** $330,784,486 $279,966,995 18.2% $3,098,766,400 $2,870,241,461 8.0%
Total Airport Passengers (February)* 37,294 26,414 41.2% 75,638 53,856 40.4%
Visitor Asheville Visitor Center 5,477 6,384 -14.2% 101,011 101,016 0.0%
and Black Mountain Visitor Center 857 877 -2.3% 15,680 19,144 -18.1%
Convention  |Groups Serviced - Meetings/Conventions 9 9 0.0% 173 208 -16.8%
Services Groups Serviced - Motorcoach 8 5 60.0% 45 50 -10.0%
Meetings Convention Bookings 6 12 -50.0% 55 115 -52.2%
And Room Nights Generated 903 7,920 -88.6% 25,299 42,026 -39.8%
Conventions  |[Number of Delegates 581 9,115 -93.6% 18,481 40,328 -54.2%
Estimated Spending $195,405.60 $1,770,516.20 -89.0% $11,498,222.28 $18,194,914.00 -36.8%
Sales Leads Distributed 16 18 -11.1% 110 144 -23.6%
Group Group Tours 8 62 -87.1% 342 545 -37.2%
Tour Room Nights 189 1,888 -90.0% 10,523 15,872 -33.7%
Estimated Spending $28,652 $286,221 -90.0% $1,585,954 $2,402,474 -34.0%
Sales Leads 4 20 -80.0% 56 127 -55.9%
Visitor exploreasheville.com (user sessions) 92,455 84,664 9.2% 881,655 711,470 23.9%
Inquiries Visitor Inquiries 5,298 10,358 -48.9% 110,496 78,522 40.7%
Public Advertising Value (January) $80,689.62 $1,276,837.92 -93.7% $3,958,325.65 $4,954,948.96 -20.1%
Relations Column Inches (January) 1,085 3,699 -70.7% 22,441 23,213.00 -3.3%
Total Circulation (January) 5,970,123 35,911,430 -83.4% 160,886,734 159,808,702 0.7%
Significant Placements (January) 12 62 -80.6% 315 293 7.5%
Journalists Assisted 17 27 -37.0% 191 180 6.1%

* Year-to-date numbers reflect a 2004 calendar year. All other figures reflect a July 1, 2004 - June 30, 2005 fiscal year.

Note: Occupancy rate and ADR figures come from Smith Travel Research; Hotel/Motel Sales figures comes from Buncombe County Finance Dept.

**4n adjustment in room count was made on April 5, 2004, reducing the number of rooms.




