
 Activity Current
Month

This Month
Last Year

Variance
Monthly

YTD
Actual

YTD
Last Year

Variance
YTD

Overall Hotel Occupancy (January)* 36.2 33.4 2.8 36.2 33.4 2.8
Impact Hotel Sales (January) $4,576,469 $3,882,723 17.9% $76,445,535 $73,883,729 3.5%

   (four properties not reporting)
Average Hotel Rate (January)* $53.69 $51.25 4.8% $53.69 $51.25 4.8%
Revenue Par (January) $22.14 $18.63 18.8% $53.08 $51.12 3.8%
Total Retail Sales (June 2003)** $318,661,257 $304,900,416 4.5% $1,676,101,328 $1,698,554,651 -1.3%
Total Airport Passengers (February)* 26,414 24,019 10.0% 53,856 47,270 13.9%

 
Visitor Asheville Visitor Center 6,384 5,826 9.6% 101,016 98,007 3.1%

and Black Mountain Visitor Center 877 961 -8.7% 19,144 20,823 -8.1%
Convention Groups Serviced - Meetings/Conventions 9 11 -18.2% 217 203 6.9%

Services Groups Serviced - Motorcoach 5 9 -44.4% 50 51 -2.0%

Meetings Convention Bookings 12 12 0.0% 115 108 6.5%
And Room Nights Generated 7,920 1,909 314.9% 42,026 34,046 23.4%

Conventions Number of Delegates 9,115 1,237 636.9% 40,328 29,834 35.2%
Estimated Spending $1,770,516.20 $686,928.09 157.7% $18,194,914.00 $16,602,777.87 9.6%
Sales Leads Distributed 18 15 20.0% 144 171 -15.8%

Group Group Tours 62 33 87.9% 545 616 -11.5%
Tour Room Nights 1888 $537 251.6% 15,872 15,218 4.3%

Estimated Spending $286,220 $81,570 250.9% 2,402,474 $2,311,614 3.9%
Sales Leads 20 13 53.8% 127 118 7.6%

exploreasheville.com (unique visitor) 43,854 23,499 86.6% 348,555 259,151 34.5%
Visitor exploreasheville.com (user sessions) 84,664 49,086 72.5% 711,470 522,705 36.1%

Inquiries Visitor Inquiries 10,358 5,324 94.6% 78,522 65,924 19.1%

Public Advertising Value (January) $1,276,837.92 $296,709.28 330.3% $4,954,948.96 $2,468,799.47 100.7%
Relations Column Inches (January) 3,699 1,355 173.0% 23,213 11,766 97.3%

Total Circulation (January) 35,911,430 13,660,238 162.9% 159,808,702 163,286,462 -2.1%
Significant Placements (January) 84 35 140.0% 451 360 25.3%
Journalists Assisted 27 19 42.1% 180 199 -9.5%

* Year-to-date numbers reflect a 2004 calendar year.  All other figures reflect a July 1, 2003 - June 30, 2004 fiscal year.
Note:  Occupancy rate and ADR figures come from Smith Travel Research; Hotel/Motel Sales figures comes from Buncombe County Finance Dept.
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The Visitor�s Index is a tool that provides a snapshot of the local tourism economy.  It is compiled monthly by the Convention and Visitors Bureau of the Asheville Area Chamber of Commerce. Unless otherwise noted, the figures reflect 
activity and sales for the month of February 2004.


